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2003 WISCONSIN ACT 249

AN ACT toamend 29.024 (29) (a) 2. and 29.971 (1) (a); &mdreate 29.403, 29.4035, 29.971 (1) (ag) and 29.971
(2) (ar) of the statutesglating to: regulating fishing tournaments, granting rule—making authaitgproviding

penalties.
The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in (¢) Rules for controlling crowding, preventing
senate and assembly, do enact as follows: unsafeconditions,or preventing conflicts among the

usersof the body of water on which fishingurnaments
areheld or at facilities for public access to those bodies
SecTioN 1. 29.024 (2g) (a) 2. of the statutes is of water including boat ramps and parking lots.

amendedo read: (d) Rules relating to the prevention of the waste of a
29.024(29) (a) 2. Any permit issued under s. 29.403, naturalresource.
29.537,29.733, 29.735, or 29.736. (e) Rules relating to thprotection of the bodies of

SecTioN 2. 29.403 of the statutes éseated to read:  water of this state, fishand other aquatic resources in
29.403 Fishingtournaments. (1) The department thosebodies of water
shallpromulgate rules to establish a program to authorize  (f) Rules specifying the number of fishing tourna
andregulate fishing tournaments. The rules sbstihb mentsthat may be held on a body of water
lish the scope and applicability of the program. (g) Rules governing the frequency with which fish
(2) Thedepartment may require a permit under the ing tournaments may be held and the dates on which they
program to conduct a fishing tournament and may maybe held.
imposeterms and conditions that apply to a spegiée (h) Rules specifying the number of days over which
mit. The department may issue a specific permit underfishing tournaments, or practices for fishing tourna
termsandconditions that vary from the requirements of ments,may be held.

therules promulgated by the departmantler sub. (1). (i) Rules governing the hours during whihing
(3) The rules promulgated by the department under tournamentsnay be held.

sub.(1) may include any of the following: () Rules specifying the location of the bodies of
(a) Rules governing the circumstances under which wateron which fishing tournaments may be held.

a waiver for a permit may be granted under s. 29.197. (k) Rules specifying the species of fish that may be
(b) Rules establishing training oeducational targetedby fishing tournaments.

requirementgor persons who seek a permit undab. (L) Rules specifying bag and size limits for fish that

(2). arecaught at fishing tournaments.

* Section 9911, WisconsIN STaTuTES 2001-02 : BEctive date of acts. “Every act and every portion of an act enacted by the legislatu
the governotrs partial veto which does not expressly prescribe the time when it tatssbill take ééct on the day after its date of publicati
asdesignated” by the secretary of state [the date of publication may not be more than 10 working days after the date of enactment].
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(m) Rules governing the time gkar when fishing  rize participants to fish for both lgemouth bassnd
tournamentsnay be held. smallmouthbass, but to cubhnly lagemouth bass. The

(n) Rules specifying the qualities ththe bodies of  department shall confer with the advisory board
wateron which fishing tournaments may be held must appointedunder 2003 W¢consin Act .... (this act), sec

have. tion 6, to determine who shall be issued a permit under
(0) Rules governinghereporting of the results of  this section.
fishing tournaments. (3) Notwithstanding s. 29.055, a permit issued under

_(p) Rules specifying fees fdishing tournament per  this section authorizes a person to conduct a bass fishing
mits and for training or educational programs, including tournamentn which participants may take bass in excess
rules specifying reduced fees in appropriate cireum of the daily bag limit if all of the following apply:

stances. (a) Each boat in theournament is equipped with a
(4) Notwithstanding sub42) and (3), the department |ive well.

may not, under the program establishettler sub. (1), (b) A participant either immediately releases the bass

allow a participantn a fishing tournament to engage in  into the water from whiclit was taken or holds the bass

any activity in which the department would not allew in a live well.

anglerwho is not a participant to engage at the same time (c) The bass held in a live well by a participant at any
on the same body of waterThis subsection does not gnetime does not exceed the daily bag limit.
apply to participants in a bass fishing tournament for (d) Each bass when released by a participant into the

whicha permit has been issued under s. 29.4035. waterfrom which it was taken is abte swim away in a
(5) (@) The department shall deny an application for healthycondition.

afishing tournament permit or suspend or revokista
ing tournament permit if the permit applicantrmider
doesany of the following:

1. Makes amaterial misrepresentation on a permit
application.

2. Miolates this section, a rule promulgated under this
section,or a term or condition of a permit.

3. Violates this chapter as it relates to fishing in-con

(4) The department, in cooperation with thés@én-
sin Bass Federation, shall conduct research and collect
datafor the purpose of evaluating thiot program under
this section. The department shall report its findings to
the appropriate standing committeekthe legislature
unders. 13.172 (3) on or before December 31, 2006.

(5) This section does not apply after December 31,

. . o 2006.
nectionwith a fishing tournament. .
4. Fails to adequately supervise a fishiogrnament. o rSZZTION 3. 29.971 (1) (a) of thetatutes is amended

(b) If the department denies a persapplicatiorfor

3:52;2%2:;”?;?3;8::%;r?tr :;;@en%?rg;ﬂ?é;:f ; of this chapter relating to fishing or fish dealing, by a for

; : feiture of not more than $1,000 except as provided under
tournamenpermit to that person fa period of 2 years '
after the denial or revocation. pars.(ag). (an)(b), and (¢) and sub. (5m).
(6) Any person who participates in a fishing tourna SecTioN 4. 29.971 (1) (agpf the statutes is created

mentshall comply wittthe terms and conditions imposed t© réad:

by any permit issued for that fishing tournament under _ 29-971(1) (ag) For conducting a fishigurnament
sub.(2). without a permit as required by the department, by-a for

(7) This section does not apply to any fishing tourna feiture of not less than $1,000 nor more than $2,000.

mentthat is conducted on a body of water where persons ~ SECTION 5. 29.971(1) (ar) of the statutes is created
who are normally required to have fishing approvals are t0 read:

29.971(1) (a) For the violation of any requirement

exemptfrom having such approvals. 29.971(1) (ar) For participating in a fishing tourna
SEcTION 2m. 29.4035 of the statutes is created to Mmentand failingto comply with a term or condition
read: imposedby a permit issued for that fishing tournament

29.4035 Bass fishing tournament pilot program. unders. 29.403, by a forfeiture of not more than $500.
(1) In this section, “live well” means a container thatis ~ SECTION 6. Nonstatutory provisions.
usedto hold live fish and that meets standards established (1) The department of natural resources shall appoint
by the department by rule. an advisorycommittee for the purpose of advising the

(2) The department shall establish a bass fishing tour departmentn promulgating rulesinder section 29.403
namentpilot program under which the department shall of the statutes, as created by this act, and for the purpose
issue4 permits per yearThe department shall issue at of advising the departmeit determining to whom the
leastone permit per yeamder this section for a bass fish  departmenshall issugermits under section 29.4035 of
ing tournament that authorizes participants to fist the statutes, as created by this act. The advisory cemmit
and cull, both lagemouth and smallmouth bass. The tee shall include members representing fbowing
remainingpermits issued under this section shall autho groupsor interests:
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(a) Fishing tournament sponsors. (c) Sport fishing ayanizations.
(b) The conservation congress. (d) Users of lakes and streams in this state.




